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Preface
Who is Aurora? Following the 2010 U.S. Census, city staff found some interesting 


question and identify what had changed, staff prepared a detailed and thorough 


available on the city’s website. 


This latest report also seeks to answer the question, “who is Aurora,?” with 
some updated census data from the American Communty Survey. It is organized 


Aurora. 
the main census demographic metrics across topics such as age, gender, race, 
ethnicity, origin, employment status, occupation, income, and housing. The 


and to build a foundation for understanding each area of the city and how the 
parts come together to form the whole. The third section compares Aurora to peer 


or challenge front range communities as a whole. To maintain a high-level of 
usability, this updated report focuses on presenting the data and metrics most 


of Planning and Development Services. We are happy to help you answer your 


So…Who is Aurora? Aurora is the third largest city in Colorado, the second largest 
city in the Denver-Aurora metropolitan region, and the 54th largest city in the U.S.  
We have large millenial and veteran populations. We are racially and ethnically 
diverse and have high levels of neighborhood racial and ethnic integration. We  
have premier parks and open space, are a home to great restaurants, and have 
strong neighborhoods.  If you think you know Aurora…think again. 


A Note on Data
The data contained in this report is 
provided by American Community 


includes data generated by city staff.  
Most of the data is a based on the 


noted otherwise. 
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S OTSHOSPPSANNSNN HS OOSHHANN PPP OOASNNNNAPPPPPSHHHHOOOOOOOOOOTSTS


PPPAARTRTT 1:::: AAAURRROORRRRRRA A
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Introduction
This section pulls together a wide range of metrics that showcase the city’s 
diversity. These provide a snapshot of what Aurora looks like in terms of 
demographic groups, employment, and housing. Understanding the city at 
a high level will provide a foundation for understanding the key areas of the 
city, which we will get to in the second section of the report. 


The charts and maps in this report contain information about each major 
American Communtiy Survey subject area. In places, several charts are 
combined or placed so information is available to compare side by side. The 


visualize the data geographically and allow the comparison of different areas 
of the city. 


it will include data and vizualizations that illustrate the disparity between 
groups. Metrics such as educational attainment, veteran status, disability 
status, employment, and poverty will include information on race, ethnicity, 
and gender.
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People  Population Count & Geography


 N
1      2             4


Aurora’s Growth Over Time


started to grow rapidly. Aurora experienced the most rapid 


city each year.
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Aurora Population 1900 - 2015


Colorado


Metro 
Region


Aurora


of the Metro Region 
population. 


Colorado          5,355,866 


Metro Region    2,754,258 


Aurora*              353,381 


*This Aurora population 


Generally, Aurora’s population density is higher in Northwest Aurora and 


ious census tracts in central and eastern Aurora.


The history and patterns of development and infrastructure in Aurora affect many 
aspects of our lives. The way the city developed over time determines where 


when we explore the different areas of Aurora in more depth. 


estimate is based on the American Community Survey data. 
The city uses an improved methodology to create its own 
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People  Age & Gender


Years Ages


2009 to 2014   Under 5 8.1% 6.7% 6.5%


2003 to 2000   10 to 14 7.0% 6.7% 6.6%


1995 to 1999   15 to 19 6.6% 6.1% 6.6%


1990 to 1994   20 to 24 6.8% 6.2% 7.1%


1985 to 1989   25 to 29 8.0% 7.8% 7.4%


1975 to 1979   35 to 39 7.4% 7.3% 6.8%


1970 to 1974   40 to 44 6.9% 7.3% 6.8%


1965 to 1969   45 to 49 6.4% 7.0% 6.8%


1960 to 1964   50 to 54 6.2% 7.1% 7.2%


1955 to 1959   55 to 59 5.9% 6.5% 6.6%


1950 to 1954   60 to 64 5.0% 5.4% 5.7%


1940 to 1944   70 to 74 2.3% 2.5% 2.8%


1935 to 1939   75 to 79 1.6% 1.8% 2.0%


1930 to 1934   80 to 84 1.2% 1.3% 1.4%


Before 1930   85 + 1.2% 1.4% 1.4%
Sources: 2014 American Community Survey 5-Year Data: Aurora city, Colorado and Denver Aurora Lakewood, CO Metro Area; "Here is Where Each Generation Begins and Ends, 
According to Facts," Philip Bump, The Atlantic. Table prepared by City of Aurora Planning and Development Services Department, Data Services Division.


Aurora, Metro Area, and State Breakdown of Population by Age and Generation


4.1%3.9%


23.6%22.9%


Baby
Boomers
1946 to 
1964


Generation
X


1965 to 
1984


7.6%7.0%


27.7%26.8%


7.9% 7.3%


27.7%29.5%


Metro Area Percentage


7.0% 6.8%
13.3%13.7%


Colorado Percentage


Greatest
Generation
Up to 1946


6.3%


1945 to 1949


1980 to 1984   30 to 34 7.9%


28.6%


20.6%


  65 to 69 3.5%


Aurora Percentage


  5 to 9 7.9%2004 to 2008


Millennials
1982 to 
2004


TBD
2005 or 


later


28.4%


16.0%


Generation


0.0%


3.0%


6.0%


9.0%


22.7 % 
ages 20-34 


37.8 % 
ages 35-64


The median age in Aurora is 37.4, with males overall 
slightly younger than females. Compared to the metro area 
and the state, Aurora has a larger Millennial population.
While both Generation X and Millennials are larger than 
the Baby Boomers in Aurora, the Boomers represent a 
very large generation compared to those that came before 
and are approaching retirement age. Those 65 and above 
only make up approximately 9.7% of the population; 
however, the total retirement-age population will continue 
to grow as years pass and this trend will raise a number of 
challenges for the city, including aging-in-place, adequate 
transportation and housing options, and potential decline 
in sales tax revenues.


Females slightly outnumber males in the 
city, 51% to 49%. As seen below, the difference 
is more pronounced for the Silent Generation. 


9.7 % age 
64+


29.6 % 
ages 0-19


-10% -5% 0% 5% 10%


0-5


5-9


10-14


15-19


20-24


25-29


30-34


35-39


40-44


45-49


50-54


55-59


60-64


65-69


70-74


75-79


80-84


85+


Silent


Baby
Boomers


Gen 
X


Gen Y


Gen Z


Male Female                                       


Information regarding differences between 
men and women will be found throughout 
this report. Keep an eye out for brown and 
orange charts as this color scheme will remain 
constant.


Male 49%         Female 51%


Greatest 
Generation


TBD


Millennials
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People  Age Maps


Population 65+ Years Old   


Median Age  
Aurora is somewhat segregated by age. Those who are older are 


the southeast area of the city. The young are concentrated near 


of the city.
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Aurora is a minority-majority city
where the total population of the 


following series of maps show where 
racial groups are concentrated and 
where they are more diffuse. Note that 


mile and do not necessarily indicate that 


is made up of a particualar race or 


race to one another. A dot density map 
will follow after these maps and better 


city and within each census tract. 


People  Race & Ethnicity
Black or African American Asian


Native American and Alaska Native


Race & 
Ethnicity


Percent Count


White, 
Non 
Hispanic or 
Latino


46.3% 157,084  


White, 
Hispanic or 
Latino


17.6% 59,734   


Black or 
African 
American


16.0% 54,276   


Some 
Other 
Race


8.1% 27,665   


Two or 
More 
Races


5.7% 19,250   


Asian 5.0% 16,958   


Am. Indian 
& Alaskan 
Native


1.0% 3,376     


Native 
Hawaiian & 
Pacific 
Islander


0.3% 937       
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Those who are Hispanic or Latino 
can be of any race.


who consider themselves ‘Other 


Whites consider themselves Hispanic 


Hispanic or Latino.


of Other Race are more concentrated 
than other race groups. 


People  Race & Ethnicity
Two or More Races Other Race


White or Caucasian Hispanic or Latino
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Neighborhood Diversity 
Aurora is also known for how racially integrated its neighborhoods 
are. Aurora was recently highlighted as the city with the 9th 
highest neighborhood diversity and as the 10th most integrated 
city among the 100 most populous cities in the United States, 
according to Brown University research. Read more about those 
findings here. The map to the left represents the city’s population 
by placing a random dot for every 10 people in the census tract 
where those people live. Census tracts where there are a mix of 
all the colors are the most diverse areas of the city.


People  Racial Diversity



http://fivethirtyeight.com/features/the-most-diverse-cities-are-often-the-most-segregated/
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0% 5% 10% 15% 20%


Nursery school, preschool


Kindergarten


Elementary, grade 1 to grade 4


Elementary, grade 5 to grade 8


High school, grade 9 to grade 12


College, undergraduate


Graduate or professional school


Percent of Population Enrolled in School by Grade


People  Education


0 7,000 14,000 21,000 28,000 35,000


Less than 9th grade


9th to 12th grade, no diploma


High school graduate (includes equivalency)


Some college, no degree


Associate's degree


Bachelor's degree


Graduate or professional degree


Educational Attainment in Aurora by Gender


Female Male


0


5000


10000


15000


20000


25000


Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female Male Female


White, Not Hispanic Black Asian Two or More Races Other Race Hispanic or Latino*


Educational Attainment by Race and Sex, and by Hispanic or Latino


No high school diploma High school graduate (or G.E.D) Some college or Associate's degree Bachelor's degree or higher


numbers of degrees overall. The distribution of degrees across each 
racial group varies considerably. Of note is the high difference between 
Hispanic and Latino students who have not completed high school versus 


educational attainment across racial categories compared to males.


Approximately 26% of Aurora’s population is enrolled in school. 


less of its student population enrolled in preschool and graduate school. 
Aurora also has a slightly higher percentage of its enrolled population 
attending public schools as opposed to private schools.


Educational Attainment and Gender


attainment when compared to men. Men have a slightly higher 


attended some college. 


*Hispanics or Latinos can be of any race.
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People  Education Maps


Educational Attainment   


School Enrollment  
The total school enrollement by census tract varies widely across 
the city. 
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People  Households & Families
Married couple family households make up the largest portion of 
households. Their portion of total households has increased only slightly 
over the past few decades. 


34.4%
37.5%


65.3%Family Households


Family Households with children


Non-Family Households


27.7%1 Person Households


46.6%


33.8%


12.3%


4.5% 2.8%


0.0%


10.0%


20.0%


30.0%


40.0%


50.0%


Now married Never
married


Divorced Widowed Separated


Marital Status


Approximately 47% of Aurora’s population is 
married and living with their spouse.


the population is divorced or separated. 


54,656


42,372


18,654


7,662


Married-couple family households


Non-family households


Female householder, no husband
present family


Male householder, no wife present
family


yp


123,344  TOTAL HOUSEHOLDS


80,972  TOTAL FAMILIES


Percent 
Unmarried Partner 


Households


2.47


3.07


2.60


3.19


2.65


3.27


2.73


3.38


0.00


0.50


1.00


1.50


2.00


2.50


3.00


3.50


Average Household Size Average Family Size


Average Household and Family Sizes Since 1990


1990 2000 2010 2014


Percentage of Household and Family Types Since 1990


1990 2000 2010 2014
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People  Foreign-Born


2,984


2,454


2,293


2,151


1,480


1,433


1,084


1,076


981


976


922


885


830


766


755


708


702


605


596


595


577


576


486


477


475


445


402


372


361


336


332


314


304


290


266


259


254


231


227


224


222


219


219


217


213


211


204


Ethiopia
 El Salvador


 Korea
Vietnam


Philippines
Guatemala


Ghana


Honduras
India


Ukraine
Peru


Burma
Nigeria


Germany
Russia
Eritrea


Other Middle Africa
Nepal


Canada
Thailand


Other South Central Asia
Other Eastern Africa


Sudan
Japan


 Jamaica
Other Western Africa


Afghanistan
Armenia
Morocco
England


Colombia
Kenya
Poland


Iraq
Cambodia


Oceania, n.e.c.
Uzbekistan


Other Eastern Asia
Indonesia


Haiti
Romania
Pakistan
Taiwan


Bosnia and Herzegovina
      Other Northern Africa


Foreign-


is made up of people from many countries 
most of Aurora’s                  


foreign-born are from Mexico.


   Total Foreign Born          70,544 
 


                  30,272


   From all other                40,272 
   countries


43%


Foreign-Born, 2014 Percent Change, 2010-2014


Total Foreign 
Born
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People  Language Spoken at Home


0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%


Spanish or Spanish Creole


Other Indo-European languages


Asian and Pacific Island languages


Other languages


Speak English Less Than Very Well by Age


5-17 years 18-64 years 65 years and over


0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%


Spanish or Spanish Creole


Other Indo-European languages


Asian and Pacific Island languages


Other languages


English Proficiency by Language


Speak English "very well" Speak English less than "very well"


The majority of Aurorans speak only English at home


68.2%


79.9%


21.1%


13.6%


3.4%2.7%


4.0%
2.6%


3.2%
1.1%


0%


20%


40%


60%


80%


AuroraMetro Area


Percent of Population by Language Spoken at Home
Speak only
English


  Spanish or
Spanish Creole


  Other Indo-
European
languages


  Asian and
Pacific Island
languages


  Other languages
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People  Veteran Status


75.40%


69.40%


16.60%


9.70%


3.10%


2.70%


87.20%


69.40%


6.90%


19.30%


2.00%


1.90%


0%20%40%60%80%


White


White alone, not Hispanic or Latino


Black or African American


Hispanic or Latino (of any race)


Two or more races


Some other race


Race & Hispanic or Latino for Civilian Veterans 18+


Metro Area Aurora


0% 10% 20% 30% 40%


  Gulf War (9/2001 or later)


  Gulf War (8/1990 to 8/2001)


  Vietnam Era


  Korean War


  World War II


Period of Military Service For Civilian Veterans 18+


Metro Area Aurora


0.00%
10.00%
20.00%
30.00%
40.00%
50.00%
60.00%
70.00%
80.00%
90.00%


100.00%


Aurora Metro Area


Veteran Status by 
Gender


  Male   Female


Aurora’s Veterans by Period of Service


and the Vietnam War. Aurora has a larger proportion of veterans from these 


78% No


22% Yes


Is the disability status related to 
military service?


9.7%


8.6%


10.0%


Aurora


Metro Area


Colorado


is more diverse compared to 
the metro area. Aurora has 


veterans and has a slightly 
higher percentage of female 
veterans compared to the 
metro area. Aurora has fewer 
Hispanic and Latino veterans 
compared to the metro area 
as a whole.


Aurora is home to an estimated 23,589 veterans.  


of veterans in the state of Colorado. 


Race & Hispanic or Latino for Civilian Veterans 18+
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Ambulatory 
difficulty, 
27%


Cognitive 
difficulty, 
21%Independent 


living 
difficulty, 
17%


Hearing 
difficulty, 
16%


Self-care 
difficulty, 
10%


Vision 
difficulty, 
9%


0% 4% 8% 12% 16%


Am.Indian and Alaska Native


White


White alone, not Hispanic or Latino


Black or African American


Two or more races


Asian


Hispanic or Latino (of any race)


Some other race


Nat.Hawaiian and Other Pac. Islander


Disability Status by Race


Aurora Metro Area


People  Disability Status
Age and Disability


larger and account for the most disabilities overall. 


0% 5% 10% 15% 20%


  With a hearing difficulty


  With a vision difficulty


  With a cognitive difficulty


  With an ambulatory difficulty


  With a self-care difficulty


  With an independent living
difficulty


Percent of Age Group with Disability by Type of Disability


Population 65
years and
older


Population 18
to 64 years


Population 5
to 17 years


Under 5 Years


Approximately 10.3 percent 
of Aurora’s population have 
some sort of disability. This 
is slightly higher than the Metro 
Area and in line with the state.


As shown on the pie chart to 


ambulatory and cognitive 


than other types.


0.00%


5.00%


10.00%


15.00%


Aurora Metro Area
Colorado


Male Female


0%
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%
60%
70%
80%
90%


100%


35 to 64 65 to 74 75 +


Percentage of Age Group by Number of Disabilities


One type Two or more types No disability


A slightly higher percentage of 
females are disabled compared 
to males. This is similar to the 


Natives have higher levels of 
disability.
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People  Disability Status Maps


Percent Tract with Disability   


population with a disability align with the tracts with higher median 
age.  


% of 65+ Population with Disability    


a higher portion of the population are located on the edges of 


while the neighborhoods in the eastern areas of the city also have 
high percenages.
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71.1%


66.10%


6.50%


73.3%


64.0%


11.8%


73.7%


68.2%


7.1%


Employed Unemployed


Employment  Labor Force Characteristics


0.0% 10.0% 20.0% 30.0% 40.0%


  16 to 19 years


  20 to 24 years


  25 to 44 years


  45 to 54 years


  55 to 64 years


  65 to 74 years


 75 years and over


Unemployment Rate by Age 2010-2014


and labor force participation rates have surged to levels higher than 


Unemployment Rate


Employment Rate


Labor Force Participation Rate


sense of the recovery since the great recession. 
This provides a more accurate picture of 
employment status. Unemployment and labor 


available on the Aurora Economic Deveopment 
Council website.


The map to the right 


for unemployment rates 


census tracts with the 
highest percentages of 


located just to the east 


northern stretch of Havana 
Street. The eastern and 
southeastern areas of the 
city have lower levels of 
unemployment.  
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2005 2010 2014


2010


2014



http://www.auroraedc.com/Facts-Figures/Economic-Profiles-Reports.aspx
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Employment  Labor Force Characteristics, Continued


While the overall unemployment rate has declined 


unemployment and the recovery has been uneven across 
the racial and ethnic categories. Hispanics or Latinos 


unemployment rates across all race categories.


Males have greater labor force participation and 
employment rates and have a lower unemployment 
rate. Females have lower labor force participation and 


unless they have children under 6 years old.
 


unemployment rate. 


87.0%
81.6%


5.3%


75.6%
70.4%


6.9%


66.7%
62.5%


6.2%


0%


10%


20%


30%


40%


50%


60%


70%


80%


90%


100%


In labor force Employed Unemployment rate


Employment Status by Gender


    Male     Female     Female with own children under 6 years


Aurora Metro Area Aurora Metro Area Aurora Metro Area
White alone, not 
Hispanic or Latino


69.3% 71.1% 66.7% 66.9% 4.7% 3.9%


Black or African 
American


73.9% 69.2% 66.7% 63.3% 9.7% 8.5%


American Indian and 
Alaska Native


68.5% 62.0% 9.5%


Asian 66.5% 67.5% 61.6% 64.4% 6.5% 4.3%
Some other race 71.5% 71.6% 65.7% 67.3% 8.1% 6.0%
Two or more races 72.7% 65.6% 9.7%
Hispanic or Latino 74.7% 71.1% 69.3% 66.9% 7.1% 5.9%


Labor Force 
Participation


Employed Unemployment Rate


2014 Labor Force Characteristics by Race and Hispanic or Latino


9.0%


14.4%


10.6%


15.5%


4.7%


9.7%


6.5%
7.1%


0%


2%


4%


6%


8%


10%


12%


14%


16%


18%


White alone,
not Hispanic


or Latino


Black or
African


American


Asian Hispanic or
Latino


Unemployment Rate 2010 vs 2014 
by Race and Hispanic or Latino


2010 2014


Data for some race categories is not available for both the metro area and Aurora. Less data 


.
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0


5,000


10,000


15,000


20,000


25,000


30,000


Educational
services, health
care, and social


assistance |
Median


Earnings
$32,856


Professional,
scientific,


management,
administrative


and waste
management


services |
Median


Earnings
$34,274


Retail trade |
Median


Earnings
$25,359


Arts,
entertainment,


recreation,
accommodation


and food
services |
Median


Earnings
$16,867


Construction |
Median


Earnings
$28,846


Finance,
insurance, real
estate, rental
and leasing |


Median
Earnings
$42,363


Transportation,
warehousing,
and utilities |


Median
Earnings
$40,544


Manufacturing |
Median


Earnings
$43,094


Other services,


administration |
Median


Earnings
$22,227


Public
administration |


Median
Earnings
$53,306


Information |
Median


Earnings
$50,823


Wholesale trade
| Median
Earnings
$39,570


Agriculture,
forestry,
fishing,


hunting, and
mining |
Median


Earnings
$59,191


are employed in occupations are Management/


The Top 10 Employers in Aurora


3. Aurora Public Schools


6. City of Aurora


Employment  Industry & Occupation


occupation and industry. 


Production, Transportation, and Material Moving Occupations


Natural Resources, Construction, and Maintenance Occupations


Service Occupations


Management, Business, Science, and Art Occupations


largest share of Aurora employees. 


The highest paying industries are Finance/Insurance/


Aurora.
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Employment  Occupation Maps


Management, Business, Science, 
and Art Occupations


Service Occupations


Production, Transportation, and 
Material Moving Occupations


Natural Resources, Construction 
and Maintenance Occupations


These maps show the percentage of people 


census tracts in the city. This shows whether 


concentrated in certain areas or spread out over 
the city.


related occupations are concentrated near 


Aurora. Employees for Service Occupations are 
distributed somewhat evenly in the northwest 
and central areas of the city. Employees for Sales 


central and southern areas of the city. Employees 
in Natural Resources and related occupations are 
primarily found in the north and northwest areas 


northern and central Aurora.
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$14,999
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$24,999
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$35,000 to
$49,999


$50,000 to
$74,999


$75,000 to
$99,999


$100,000 to
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$199,999


$200,000 or
more


Household and Family Income by Income GroupEmployment  Income & Poverty


income is lower than the metro area. Compared to the metro 


range category. 


the number of people in a household. 
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than .5% of each category and are not visible when graphed 
at this scale.


0


1,000


2,000


3,000


4,000


5,000


6,000


Less than high
school


graduate


High school
graduate
(includes


equivalency)


Some college,
associate's


degree


Bachelor's
degree or


higher


Below Poverty Level by Educational 
Attainment and Sex


Male: Female:


always mean lower level of poverty. For Aurora 


or better.


Poverty Level by Race


Median Household Income = $52,275
 


Median Family Income = $60,314


Aurora Households
Aurora Families


Metro Area Households
Metro Area Families


12.3%
Families in Poverty


 16.2%
Individuals in Poverty


23.5%
Children in Poverty


125%


Poverty Level


50%



http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/poverty/about/overview/measure.html





Aurora Snapshots  23


Employment  Median Income Maps


2014 Median Income    


the northeast and higher in the east and southeast. The 
lowest income census tracts are located just north of Colfax 


Percent Change in Median Income   
Different areas of Aurora are experiencing both positive 
and negative changes to levels of median income. The 
majority of northwest Aurora is experiencing an increase in 


experiencing a decline in levels of median income.
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Bus


Rail


Employment  Means of Transportation to Work


76.4%


11.5%


5.8%


3.4%


1.7%


0.6%


0.2%


0.3%


  Drove alone


  Carpooled:


  Public transportation


  Worked at home


  Walked


  Other means


  Motorcycle


  Bicycle


How does Aurora get to work?


2 People


3 People


4 People


5 or 6 People
7 + People


people or more.


Most Aurorans leave to go to work between 6 
a.m. and 9 a.m.


occupations.
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Time Left to Go to Work


Colorado Denver-Aurora-Lakewood, CO Metro Area Aurora city, Colo


Aurorans commute longer to get to work. Few 


minutes compared to other trip lengths. 
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Transportation by Occupation
  Worked at home:


  Car, truck, or van - carpooled:


  Car, truck, or van - drove alone:


Aurora
Metro Area
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Employment  Means of Transportation to Work Maps


Carpool


Walk Works at HomeBike


Drive Alone Public Transportation
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Recent development trends and new light rail 
transportation infrastructure will affect the 


the city.


is experiencing a greater level of commercial 


prior to the great recession (see right chart). With 


be new or different employment opportunities 
available. 


The Aurora Line will create new opportunities for 


Development Activity  New Employment & Economic Opportunities


$0


$50,000,000


$100,000,000


$150,000,000


$200,000,000


$250,000,000


$300,000,000


$350,000,000


$400,000,000


The city is currently updating its Zoning Code. By changing the menu 


near Aurora Line stations will allow and encourage new retail spaces 
and multifamily buildings to develop close to one other. This effort is 
also hoped to reduce the barriers for older declining shopping centers 
to reinvent themselves and to create attractive environments that will 
attract a broad range of professionals to the city.


growth in Aurora and will continue to spur new development 
in the area. Catalytic redevelopment projects such as Stanley 


Center are also underway and will attract new residents and 
businesses to the community. 


Gaylord Rockies Stanley Marketplace


The Forum ~ Fitzsimons
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Owner Renter Vacant


Homes & Occupant Characteristics  Housing Variety
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Approximately 61% percent of Aurora’s dwelling 
units are built for a single family. 
are single family detached homes and approximately 


dwellings in the city are in mulitifamily buildings. Only 


vacant. This represents a 
drop in home ownership by 


Housing units declined 


the number of households 
increased. There are 


more units in the city than 
hosueholds.


All Vacant
7,491


Rental
3,071


Owner
952
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Vacant Units 2009-2014
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Duplex


Multifamily
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2010 2014


Decline in Housing Units vs Growth in 
Households


Total Dwellings
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Homes & Occupant Characteristics  Year Built & 2014 Value


0 10,000 20,000 30,000


Built 2000 or
later:


Built 1980 to
1999:


Built 1960 to
1979:


Built 1940 to
1959:


Built 1939 or
earlier:


Aurora Housing Stock Built by Period


Single
Family
Homes


Multifamily


Mobile
home,
boat, RV,
van, etc.
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Aurora vs Denver: Age and Median Value of Dwelling 
Stock by Decade


Aurora Denver
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vary dramatically by the decade in which they were built. Those built most 


. 
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Homes & Occupant Characteristics  Structure Value Maps


homes. 
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Homes & Occupant Characteristics  Renters & Homeowners
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Development Activity  Housing
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The real estate website Zillow has predicted that the Denver region will 
Aurora leading the way. 


for each one.


options across the full range of housing types is one big concern for the 


that will encourage more housing choices in the appropriate areas of the 


residential units to the city. 
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the metro area and state. Fewer new condos being built means less 


the Aurora City Council passed an ordinance to help address some of 
the main issues that prevent the building of new condominium units. 
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http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/zillow-predicts-denver-will-be-hottest-housing-market-of-2016
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Havana Corridor & 
Aurora South


South E470 & Southeast Aurora


Northwest Aurora


Aurora Line North 


Havana Corridor & Aurora Line South


North E-470 and Northeast Plains


South Central Aurora


Ward I
Ward II
Ward III
Ward IV
Ward V
Ward VI


Aurora’s Key Areas


Each of the following 
subsections will present a 
series of maps with a focus 
on the demographics and 
trends for a particular area 
of the city. The shading 


value of the census tract 
and the numbers give the 
exact value. In many cases, 
the darker the shading, 
the higher the number or 
percent. Maps that show 
change over time will range 
in color from green to yellow 
to red to show increase or 
decrease over time.


The maps to the right show 


Introduction
This section takes a closer look at the demographics in different sections of the city. Aurora’s historic development 
patterns, street network, parks and trails system, new light rail line, and other aspects of its urban geography have 
an impact on many aspects of our lives. Each key area section will begin with contextual information and list the 


transportation and employment data, and housing data last.


the census 
tract numbers, 
council 
member 
wards, parks 
and opens 
space, and 
schools. 
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Northwest Aurora  Context & People


Median Age 


tracts for Northwest Aurora are 


parts of the city. 


Population Change 2010-2014


south of Colfax Avenue also saw 


Neighborhoods and 
City Council Member Wards 


Census Tract Population 


Median Age Population Change 


 
More About the Area
Area Plans - Westerly Creek Village, 
Original Aurora, Fitzsimons Area
Aurora Cultural Arts District
Stanley Marketplace
Stapleton Aurora
Aurora Line Stations - Fitzsimons, 
Colfax, 13th Avenue


Total Population



http://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/zillow-predicts-denver-will-be-hottest-housing-market-of-2016

https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/012880.pdf

https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002596.pdf

http://www.auroraculture.org/

http://stanleymarketplace.com/

http://www.aurorasentinel.com/news/north-aurora-homes-plan-complete-citys-connection-stapleton-development/

http://www.auroraline.org/

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/fitzsimons-station/

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/colfax-station/

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/13th-avenue-station/

https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002595.pdf
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Northwest Aurora  People


Households


for Northwest Aurora is relatively 


% 65+ with Disability
The census tract where the 


Total Households Percent 65+ Population with Disability


Percent Change in Foreign-BornTotal Foreign-Born


Foreign-Born


and Africa live here as well.
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Northwest Aurora  Employment & Income


Labor Force Characteristics 


the census tracts in the area is 


tracts to the south of Colfax 


Median Income 


for Northwest Aurora is low; 


area. 


Percent Employed Percent Unemployed, ACS 5-Year Data 2010-2014


Median Household Income Percent Change in Median Income 
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Northwest Aurora  Transportation & Top Occupations


% Carpool to Work  Northwest Aurora has % Public Transit to Work  Northwest Aurora 


to other census tracts in the city.


% Walk to Work


city.


% Bike to Work  


city.
 


Service Occupations 


near Colfax Avenue.


Natural Resources, Construction, and 
Maintenance Occupations


in these types of occupations. The census tract 
just northwest of Colfax and Peoria has the 







Key Areas  38 


Northwest Aurora  Housing


Home Ownership 


Year Built 


residences are found near the 


Median Home Value 


parts of the city. This is expected 


heats up in this area.


Average Household Size 


2 people per household on the 


Percent Home Ownership Median Year Built 


Median Home Value Average Household Size
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Neighborhoods and 
City Council Member 
Wards
This area is split up 


tracts in white are 
outside of the city of 
Aurora.


Population


Havana Corridor & Aurora Line South  Context & People


Population Change 2010-2014Census Tract Population


Median Age


the census tracts near 


old in the north to 


tracts in the north and 


census tracts in the 
south.
  


More About the Area
Comprehensive Plan Excerpt for Havana District, Lowry, and Buckingham
Comprehensive Plan Excerpt for I-225 and City Center
Havana Business Improvement District
Aurora Line Stations - Dayton, Nine Mile, Iliff, Florida, City Center, 2nd & Abilene
Fan Fare Redevelopment
Regatta Plaza Redevelopment



https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002601.pdf

https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002600.pdf

http://www.onhavanastreet.com/

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/dayton-station/

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/NineMile/index.htm

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/Iliff/index.htm

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/Florida/index.htm

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/aurora-metro-center-station/

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/2ndandAbilene/index.htm

http://www.aurorasentinel.com/news/fan-fare-tearing-possibilities-replace-auroras-worst-eyesore/

http://www.auroraline.org/blog/redevelopment-auroras-regatta-plaza-moves-forward/
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Foreign-Born 
The census tracts near 


tracts in the north portion 


while census tracts in the 
south portion of the corridor 


population. The census tracts 


Year Built 


Total Households


Havana Corridor & Aurora Line South  People


2014 Foreign-Born 2010-2014 Foreign-Born Change


Percent with a Disability


Total Households


households in these 
census tracts. Census 


the west and southwest 


households. 


Percent of Tract with a 
Disability 


Corridor are census tracts with 


Legend
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      Africa
      Europe
      Oceana
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Median Income 


than the northern half and the census tracts on the other 


section of the corridor.


Percent Employed


Havana Corridor & Aurora Line South  Employment & Income


Median Income 2010-2014 Change in Med. Income


Percent Unemployed, ACS 5-Year Data 2010-2014


Labor Force 
Characteristics 
Census tracts in the 
northern portion of 
the corridor have had 


Census tracts in the 
southern portion have low 
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Occupations


Drive to Work 


the southern portion 
of the corridor drive to 


Carpool to Work


of the corridor carpool 


Public Transit to Work


transit in the central and 
northern census tracts.


% Drive to Work


Havana Corridor & Aurora Line South  Transportation & Occupations


Service Occupations Production and Related Occupations


% Carpool to Work % Public Transit to Work
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Median Home Value


low for census tracts in the 
northern portions of the 


southern portions. 


Average Household Size 


portions and lower in the 
southern portions of the 
corridor.


Ownership


the northern census tracts. 


Median Year Built


Home Ownership


Havana Corridor & Aurora Line South  Housing


Median Home Value Average Houshold Size


Median Year Built
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Aurora Line North  Context & People


Neighborhoods and 
City Council Member 
Wards


Population  


Population Change 2010-2014Census Tract Population


Median Age


the north section of 
the Aurora Line is 


on the west side of 


thirties. 


More About the Area
Comprehensive Plan Excerpts for Fitzsimons, I-225 Corridor and City Center, and Buckley Air Force Base 
Area
Aurora Line Stations - City Center, 2nd & Abilene, 13th Avenue, Colfax, Fitzsimons, Peoria, and Airport & 
40th



https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002595.pdf

https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002600.pdf

https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002599.pdf

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/aurora-metro-center-station/

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/2ndandAbilene/index.htm

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/13th-avenue-station/

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/colfax-station/

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/fitzsimons-station/

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/Gateway/index.htm

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/Peoria/index.htm
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Aurora Line North  People


Foreign-Born Population


Households


Disability


overall.


Total Households


2014 Foreign-Born 2010-2014 Foreign-Born Change


Percent with a Disability
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Aurora Line North  Employment & Income


Median Income 


stretch of the Aurora Line are lower than the overall 


Employment


 


Percent Employed, ACS 5-Year Data 


Median Income 2010-2014 Change in Med. Income


Percent Unemployed, ACS 5-Year Data 2010-2014
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Aurora Line North  Transportation & Top Occupations


Occupations


of the other census tracts in this area of the city have 


Transportation 


those who live in the 


northern section of the 
Aurora Line. Around 


share for cyclists at 


% Public Transit to Work


Management and Related Occupations Service Occupations


% Drive to Work % Bike to Work
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Home Value


Aurora.


Tenure and Household Size


renters.


Ownership


Aurora Line North  Housing


Median Home Value


Average Household Size


Change in Median Value ‘10-’14
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South Central Aurora  Context & People


Census Tract 
Numbers and City 
Council Member 
Wards
This area is touched 


wards.


Population


Population Change 2010-2014Census Tract Population


Median Age


the census tracts in 


are older than those 


parts of the Aurora line. 


census tract where the 


More About the Area
Comprehensive Plan Excerpt for the Parker Road Corridor
Aurora Line Stations - Iliff, Florida, City Center



https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002602.pdf

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/Iliff/index.htm

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/Florida/index.htm

http://www.auroraline.org/development-opportunities/aurora-metro-center-station/
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South Central Aurora  People


Foreign-Born Population


populations.


Total Households and Percent with a Disability


Total Households


2014 Foreign-Born 2010-2014 Foreign-Born Change


Percent with a Disability


Legend
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South Central Aurora  Employment & Income


Median Income


of  census tracts in the area saw increases or decreases in 


Employment


Percent Employed


Median Income 2010-2014 Change in Med. Income


Percent Unemployed, ACS 5-Year Data 2010-2014
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South Central Aurora  Transportation & Top Occupations


Occupations


Transportation


people in census tracts 
in this area of the city 


tracts in the area have 


stand out for those 


% Drive to Work 


% Sales and Related Occupations % Construction and Related Occupations


% Carpool to Work % Public Transit to Work
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Year Built and Home Value 


Ownership and Household Size 


Ownership


South Central Aurora  Housing


Median Home Value


Average Houshold Size


Change in Home Value ‘10-’14
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E-470 & Northeast Plains  People


Population
The census tract populations in 


the census tracts in this area have 


Median Age


in the eastern census tracts.


Census Tract Numbers & Council Wards Census Tract Population 


Median Age Population Change 


More About the Area
Comprehensive Plan Excerpt for 
Buckley Air Force Base Area, the 
E-470 Corridor, and the Northeast 
Plains and Front Range Airport 
Areas
Gaylord Rockies Resort
Aurora Line Stations - Airport & 
40th
6th Avenue Extension


Neighborhoods and City Council 
Member Wards
The southeast portion of the city 


The census tracts in white are 
unincorporated Arapahoe County or 



https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002599.pdf

https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002603.pdf

https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/025531.pdf

http://meetgaylordrockies.com/

http://www.auroraline.org/

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/Gateway/index.htm

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/Transit-orientedDevelopment/Gateway/index.htm

https://www.auroragov.org/DoingBusiness/CityPlanning/TransportationPlanning/6thAvenueParkwayExtension/index.htm
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E-470 & Northeast Plains  People


Households
As this area has lower densities 


of households is expected to 
increase.


Total Households


Percent of 65+ Population with a DisabilityPercent of Population with Disability


Disability 
The census tracts in this part 


population. These census tracts 


2014 Foreign Born
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E-470 & Northeast Plains  Employment & Income


Employment
This area of the 


northeast census tract 


Median Income


these census tracts is 


the census tracts further 


census tracts have 


tract south of Colfax 


Percent Employed Percent Unemployed, ACS 5-Year Data 2010-2014


Median Income % Change in Median Income 
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E-470 & Northeast Plains  Transportation & Top Occupations


% Drive to Work
population in these census tracts drive alone 


  


% Public Transit to Work % Carpool to Work


Top Occupations


for this part of the city are 


the occupations.


Percent Production and Related Occupations
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E-470 & Northeast Plains  Housing


Median Home Value


those in census tracts further to 


station. This census tract saw 


Percent Home Ownership


Change in Home Value ‘10-’14 Median Home Value


Average Household Size


Ownership


in this area of the city. The 


Average Household Size


lower in this area of the city 


tracts found to the west. 
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Southeast Aurora  Context & People


this area and decreased for others. 


Population


 


Havana Corridor & Vicinity


Median Age


Population Change 2010-2014Census Tract Population


Median Age


the census tracts in 


widely. Census tracts 


old.


Neighborhoods 
and City Council 
Member Wards
The southeast portion 


More About the Area
Comprehensive Plan Excerpt for the E-470 Corridor



https://www.auroragov.org/cs/groups/public/documents/document/002603.pdf
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typical in this part of the city.
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This area of the city has relatively 


Total Households
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Median Income


Employment


Percent Employed


Southeast Aurora  Employment & Income


Median Income 2010-2014 Change in Med. Income


Percent Unemployed, ACS 5-Year Data 2010-2014
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Top Occupations


census tracts.


Transportation


for the population in 


option for census 


transportation is an 


in census tracts to 


% Drive to Work


Southeast Aurora  Transportation & Top Occupations


Management and Related Occupations


% Carpool to Work % Public Transit to Work
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% Home Ownership


Southeast Aurora  Housing


Median Home Value Change in Median Home Value ‘10-’14


Average Household Size


Ownership


tracts.


Average Household 
Size
This area has a 


portions of the city. 


Median Home Value


Average Household Size
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Introduction
The Aurora Snapshots section of this report looked at overall city 
demographics with some comparisons to the metro area as a whole. 
The Key Areas section took a closer look at the demographics in some 
important areas of Aurora to get a better idea of how the different areas 
of Aurora come together to form the overall picture. This section provides 
some high-level comparisions between Aurora and its peer cities in the 
metro area, with an eye toward the future. By comparing Aurora with its 


area, how we are different or similar to other communities, and what 
unique challenges and opportunities we face in light of the fact that cities 
are in competition with one another. 


attainment, median income, total dwelling units, and labor force 
characteristics.
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Aurora is the second largest city in the metropolitain area. We 
grew approximately 8% between 2010 and 2014. This is more total 
population growth than most of the cities in the metro area. Based on 
percentage of the population, several cities grew at faster rates than 
Aurora. Commerce City, Thornton, and Denver grew by 10% or more 
during this period.
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For the most part, women outnumber men in the metro area. Other 
than Aurora, Littleton, Commerce City, Centennial, and Arvada have 
higher numbers of women.
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Educational Attainment
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Compared to other cities in the metro area, Aurora has relatively low levels of educational attainment, but is close to 
the middle of the pack. Approximately 26.6% of Aurorans have a bachelor’s degree or higher. Highlands Ranch has the 
highest levels of educational attainment, with more than 60% of the population holding a Bachelor’s Degree or higher. 
Commerce City, Englewood, Thornton, and Northglenn have higher numbers of people who only completed high school. 
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Aurora and Northglenn have the highest numbers of people 
who have some college or an associate’s degree. Denver has a 
smaller portion of its population in the educational attainment 
levels below a bachelor’s degree and greater portions of its 
population with bachelor’s degrees and graduate or professional 
degrees. 
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Income
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Historically, Aurora has had a low median 
income compared to other cities in the metro 
area. This trend has been a major challenge 
for the city and continues to be an issue today. 
Since 1979, Aurora’s median income has fallen 
the furthest compared to other peer cities, and 
since the great recession, has recovered the 
slowest. 


In 2014, Aurora’s median income is higher than 
Denver and Englewood, but it is still close to 
the bottom of the list. Aurora’s median income 
has increased by over $2,500 between 2010 
and 2014, but this gain is being outpaced 
by other metro area communities, who have 
increased their median incomes by upwards 
of $8,000. Aurora has increased its median 
income more than Northglenn and Thornton, 
who saw increases below $2,000 and $1,000 
respectively. 


0 2000 4000 6000 8000 10000


Thornton


Northglenn


Aurora


Centennial


Lakewood


Arvada


Englewood


Westminster


Highlands Ranch


Denver


Commerce City


Littleton


Increase in Median Income 
2010-2014


0.60


0.70


0.80


0.90


1.00


1.10


1.20


1.30


1.40


1.50


1.60


1979 1989 1999 2009 2014


Relative Median Family Income, Selected Cities


Arvada


Aurora


Denver


Highlands
Ranch


Lakewood


Thornton


Westminster


Metro Region







Aurora & Peer Cities  69 


Housing Units
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Aurora has the second most number of dwellings in the region, 
behind Denver. Lakewood, the community with the third largest 
population in the metro area, has approximately half the number 
of housing units that Aurora has. The smallest communities in the 
metro area are Commerce City, Englewood, and Northglenn, all 
with less than 20,000 homes.
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One way to tell if residential development is keeping pace with the 
number of people in the metropolitain area is to compare households 
with the number of dwellings. Aurora experienced a slight decrease in 
dwellings between 2010 and 2014, while experiencing an increase in the 


vacant housing stock. All other communities in the metro area, excepting 
Englewood, saw growth in both the number of total households and the 
total number of dwelling units. 


.
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Employment
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Unemployment Rate by Metro 
Area City


participation rate among the selected metro 
area peer cities. It lost only half a percent 
of the labor force between 2010 and 2014. 
Commerce City experienced the largest 
decease in labor force participation since 
2010, with Highlands Ranch, Centennial, and 
Northglenn also seeing a decrease in labor 
force participation by more than 2%.


Most of the larger suburban cities in the 
metro area saw decreases in employment 
between 2010 and 2014. Aurora saw a 
large decrease in the percentage of people 
employed, with a gain in the number of 
unemployed. Other communities show 
greater labor force decreases, suggesting 
retirement or other ways of leaving the labor 
force. 


Aurora saw the greatest increase in 
unemployment between 2010 and 2014, 
with Westminster and Thornton also 
experincing large increases. Northglenn is 
the other peer city at the top of the list for 
unemployment rate, with just under 10% of 
the population unemployed. 


2014 2010


Five-year ACS data for labor force characteristics show the impact of the great 
recession across the metro area from 2010 to 2014. The recovery from the great 
recession isn’t visible in these numbers, but the extent of change during the economic 
crisis is easy to see. If one-year ACS numbers become available for these geographic 
areas, then we will update this portion of the report to show the economic recovery as 
well.











Aurora & Peer Cities  72 


Moving Aurora Forward
This report explored the main census demographics metrics for the city as a whole, for 
key areas of Aurora, and for the peer cities in the metro area. In these pages, there are 
many visualizations that help pull the messages hidden in the numbers to the surface and 
make the information a bit easier to understand. Maps that focus on one area, and show 
the data visually, can help verify aspects of a community’s story or bring light to an issue 
that needs to be addressed.


At its core, this report is still about answering the question, “who is Aurora?” Knowing 
just that Aurora is a diverse place isn’t enough to hang our identity on, let alone grasp 


details that Aurora becomes a unique place, a strong place, and a city that one is proud to 


the nation and 20% of our population is foreign-born. Aurora has a larger proportion of its 
population made up of younger generations than the metro area or the state. Aurora has 
historically had a lower median income than the rest of the metro area, but could make 
great strides in turning that around as the city is pursuing transit-oriented development 
at nine new light rail stations. These are the types of facts that make Aurora a real place. 
And they help us answer the question, “who is Aurora?” 










