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   All About
  

    Aurora
 Water

         Join H2O Jo & Flo and Learn



How many glasses of water do you drink every day?____________

For one week, keep a chart to see how much water you drink.

Fill in the missing symbols to complete the patterns.

Finish the pattern:
How many glasses of water do you drink every day?

Aurora, CO- 15”            San Fransisco, CA- 21”            Dallas, TX- ”
(#s From Project WET Curriculum and Activity Guide)

Get to know your H2O! 

Water is a precious natural resource and each 

person in Aurora can help protect and conserve it. 

Where does our water come from? Who works 

with our water? How is it cleaned? What can we 

do to conserve and protect it? Just ask H2O Jo and 

his fish friend Flo!

  

Water Wizard 
Fun Fact:

Did you know that 
            Aurora Colorado only receives  
              an average of 15 inches of
          precipitation a year? That's about 
           half the national average  
     of 32 inches!  That's one  
reason why it's so important  
                             to conserve
                 our water.

H2O Jo and Flo graphic courtesy of the Keep It Clean Partnership and the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment.



  

Try This

Look at the picture of the water cycle and fill in the correct term:

    1. __________________________________: When liquid water becomes vapor and rises into the air 

    2.__________________________________: When water vapor becomes a liquid or solid

    3.__________________________________: rain, snow, sleet or hail
       (Answers: 1. Evaporation, 2. Condensation, 3. Precipitation)

Water moves through the water cycle in 

three different forms- as a liquid, solid or 

vapor. See all three forms! Take a zip lock 

bag and add some water and some ice. 

Then, with the opening of the bag almost 

closed, blow a few puffs of air into the 

bag. Can you see the water vapor too?
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How would you like 
to hike 180 miles 
uphill to get a 
drink of water?  
Luckily, you  
don't have to!  
The Aurora Water 
Department takes 
care of it! 

Some of Aurora's water begins as far as 180 miles 

                                                                         
What is a 
reservoir?  
A reservoir is a  

man-made place where 

water is collected and 

stored for drinking water 

or irr igat ion. A reservoir 

can also capture water for f lood 

prevention. A reservoir has a man-

made dam that holds the water. A lake 

is a naturally occurring body of water.

Engineers plan and build dams, reservoirs and pipelines to store and transport our water.

De-code the underlined word in the sentences
1  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __   and __ __ __ __ __ __ carry the melted __ __ __ __ from

 the mountains all the way to Aurora. 

2  Some of our water comes from under the __ __ __ __ __ __  and is pumped to

    the surface through __ __ __ __ __.

1   PIPELINES, RIVERS, SNOW

2 GROUND, WELLS

Secret Code 

Where Aurora's Water Comes From

Fun Fact:
Did you know that Aurora  

has twelve reservoirs  
and lakes that store  

our water? 
Aurora's water comes from 

three river basins  —the 
Colorado, Arkansas and  

South Platte.  

Graphic courtesy of East Bay Municipal Utility District.

To The Sea
...Eventually
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Who lives in our watershed?
In addition to you, your family and all your neighbors, there are lots of animals and plants that call your watershed 
home. Many beautiful and important native species including Plains Cottonwood trees, Black-tailed prairie dogs and 
Cutthroat trout live in the South Platte River watershed.

What is a Watershed?
A watershed is an area of land that drains rain and snow to a 

particular waterway, like a lake, creek or river. 

Squirrel

Bald Eagle

Hummingbird

Owl

Geese

Prairie Dog

Songbird

Duck

Web Of Life
 draw a line between animals 

and their names

In Aurora, we live in the South  Platte River watershed,  which means that rain or snow  falling near your home will  eventually flow into the South Platte River, and 
then all the way through the Mississippi River  to the Gulf of Mexico!

Fun Fact:

Park Rangers help protect  
our water by enforcing rules  

and teaching people all about the plants 
and animals in our natural areas.

Water Wizard:

Try This!  

Get to know your watershed:

Learn about the plants and animals in 

 your watershed. Check out some field guide 

books from your library and take a walk with 

your family and friends.  See how many 

plants and animals you can find!
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h s s m g h n ns?
When it rains, water that runs down the street runs into storm drains, found along streets and curbs.  Storm drains 
prevent flooding by diverting storm water to local waterways.  Storm water does NOT go to a water treatment plant 
before entering our creeks and lakes, which means that anything picked up along the way ends up in our rivers!  
 
What ends up in our storm drains that shouldn't?
 - Litter left in streets, parking lots and yards 
 - Pet waste left in yards and parks
 - Excess fertilizer and pesticides from lawns and gardens
 - Oil and antifreeze from leaky cars
 - Improperly discarded household hazardous waste such as paint
 - Excess soap from washing cars in driveways or parking lots 

Storm Water and Water Pollution Prevention
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Water Wizard 

You can be
 a 

Pollution Pr
eventer! 

Fun Fact:
Did you know that there are 

over 337 miles of storm drain 

pipes in the City of Aurora 

taking rain water to our local 

creeks and streams?  

These simple things can make a big difference in preventing 
stormwater pollution.  Share with a friend and make up some of your own.
 • Always pick up after your pet.
 • Rake and bag, or better yet try composting, all of your 
                    leaves and yard waste in the fall instead of brushing them into 
                    the street.
 • Pick up trash in your community, encourage a friend to help out.
 • Tell an adult if you see oil leaking from your car.
 • Take a trip to the carwash, where wash water is 
                    re cycled and properly treated.
 • Always wash out paint brushes inside, never 
                    along the street where paint can run into the 
                    gutter and get in the storm drain.
 • Label storm drains with “no dumping, 
                    drains to creek” markers.
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E D W P E F G H I D

X E R I A R L T U R

E M F I L T E R B I

D O A E S A F E V N

A B L U D I T A N K

G E O L O L O T R E

D O A N A L U M B A

A E Y C W A T E R I

N O I S O U B N E P

W A Q U A L I T Y U

WORD
SEARCH
Find and circle

these words:
SAFE
FILTER

QUALITY
WATER

TREATMENT
TANK
DRINK
ALUM

Here’s how it works:
1. Intake: Water is piped from a reservoir into the

water treatment plant.
2. Chemical addition:

- Alum and polymers are added to the water.
These chemicals help to make all the particles
we don’t want to drink stick together. This is
called floc.

- Activated carbon improves taste and odor of
the water.

- Chlorine dioxide kills bacteria and disinfects
the water.

3. Flocculation and f iltration:
The water is stirred along with the chemicals and
the floc is filtered out of the water.

4. Storage:
After filtration, the water goes into a concrete-
lined storage reservoir until it is needed. While
the water is in storage, the chlorine dioxide
continues to kill any remaining bacteria.

5. Distribution:
Clean water is sent through a system
of pipes to our homes and businesses.

E D W
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The water is stirred along with the chemicals annd
the floc is filtered out of the water.

4. Storage:
Aftftf er filtration, the water goes into a concrete-
lined storage reservoir until it is needed. While
the water is in storage, the chlororo ine dioxide
continues to kill any remaining bacteria.

5. Distribution:
Clean water is sent through a system
of pipes to our homes and businesses.
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Where does the water go after we use it?
After you use your water and it goes down your drain, it
goes into the sanitary sewer system.This is a separate
system of pipes that delivers the dirty water
to a wastewater treatment plant.The water
is re-treated and some is used to
water our parks and golf courses.

Water

Treatment

is the

process of

cleaning

water so

it’s safe for

us to drink.

Fun Fact:Water that hasnot yet beentreated or cleaned
is called Raw Water.Water Wizard

Chemists and other scientists in

the water quality lab test our

water multiple times each day

to ensure it's safe to drink.
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it s a natural resource. In drought years, when we get less snow and rain, we have less water 
to use. Plus, it takes a lot of work and people to deliver it to you. Don’t let it go to waste!

Draw a picture of how you conserve water.

WATER CONSERVATION

Plumbers help us  conserve water by fixing leaks in our homes and businesses.

Water Wizard

Fun Fact:
Did you know that a dripping 

faucet can waste a lot of water?  
Fifteen drips per minute  

can add up to  
788 gallons wasted  

in one year.  
That's enough to fill a  
small swimming pool!

  
 
    lid off of the back of your toilet. Place a 
          few drops of food coloring in the tank. 
       Wait 10 minutes without flushing the toilet. 
       Then, check the water bowl.  If it changed colors 
                      your toilet is leaking! Most toilet leaks can be repaired 
                       by adjusting the parts in the tank.

TRY THIS!
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Can you circle all of the things
that are wasting water?
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Office of  Call the Off ice of 

Water Conservat ion Water Conservat ionWater Conservat ion
for a free indoor  for a free indoo
conservation kit ! conservation kit!conservation kit!

303-739-7195

Kids Can Conserve
Try these things that kids across the city are doing to save water.

Indoors:
• Take shorter showers. Five minutes or less!

• Place a bucket in the shower to catch the  

cold water as you wait for it to warm up.  

Use the cold water for plants.

• Turn off the water while you brush your teeth!

• Only run the dishwasher or clothes washer when it's full.

Outdoors:

• Use a broom to sweep your driveway—not the hose.

• Be careful to water the lawn, not the sidewalk

•   Use a bucket of water to wash your bike instead of the hose.
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Fun Fact:
Did you know that the City of 

Aurora has a beautiful Xeriscape 
Garden that you can visit? The 

garden is at the Aurora Municipal 
Center at Alameda Parkway and 
Chambers Road. You can learn a 
lot about Xeriscape by taking  

a self-guided tour.

Water Wizard 

The word Xeriscape comes 
from the word Xeros, 
meaning dry. It basically 
means using plants in our 
yards that need less water. 
Close to half of the water 
we use in Aurora goes on 
our lawns and landscape. 
Using Xeriscape principles 
in our yards is a great way 
to save water.

What is XERISCAPE? pronounced  
ZEER-IH-SCAPE

Kids in 
Aurora help 
plant trees 

in the 
Xeriscape
Garden!
Xeris p

The Seven Steps of Xeriscape

1.  Draw out a plan for your garden.

2.  Put plants that use the same amount 

of water together.

3.  Only put turf  in places where  

you will use it.

4.  Add compost to your soil. This adds 

nutrients and helps the soil retain  

the water the plants need.

5.  Put mulch, like bark, on the ground 

around your plants. This helps keeps 

water where the plants need it.

6.  Water your garden eff iciently.  

Make sure you are watering the 

plants and not the sidewalk or fence .

7.  Take care of your garden. 
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Aurora Water

Have a question about your water or just want to learn more? Go to 

www.aurorawater.org.

H2Ouse Water Saver Home

Take an interactive, room-by-room tour of a house to learn more ways to save 

water. You will find many actions students can take to prevent waste and save 

money at www.h2ouse.net.

US EPA Office of Water

Explore the Environmental Protection Agency’s Student Water Resources at 

www.epa.gov/owow/nps.kids. 

Water for People

Water for People addresses worldwide water issues, and its web site, 

www.waterforpeople.org, includes photos and personal narratives.

Water Pollution Prevention

For more fun stuff with H20 Jo and Flo like coloring books and other 

educational tools visit www.npscolorado.com.

LEARN MORE!

WATERWISE
X-Word PuzzleCan you solve it?

ACROSS:
1. Water Wise Landscaping
4. Plants need sun and 

_______ to survive.
6. To conserve water never 

let the hose________.
7. Always _____ a leak.
8. This adds nutrients to 

your soil.

DOWN:
2. Add this to water to 

make it cold.
3. The first step of 

Xeriscape is tomake a 
______.

5. Another word for lawn.
9. Put this around your 

plants to keep water in 
the soil.

1. Xeriscape, 2. Ice, 3. Plan, 4. Water, 5. Turf, 
6.Run, 7. Fix, 8. Compost, 9. Mulch.
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List five things that you will do to conserve and protect our water:

1.________________________________________________________________

2.________________________________________________________________

3.________________________________________________________________

4.________________________________________________________________

5.________________________________________________________________

Name: ____________________________________________________________

School:  ___________________________________________________________ 

Grade: ____________________________________________________________

Address: __________________________________________________________

Mail to:
Aurora Water Conservation
Youth Education Program
15151 E. Alameda Pkwy. #3600
Aurora, CO 80012
www.aurorawater.org

YOU!  
Join the Aurora Water Wizards!

An Aurora Water Wizard is a boy or girl who is 
dedicated to protecting our water supply.   

Water Wizards learn all they can about   
conserving  and protecting our water and share 

what they earn with others. 

Water Wizard:

For Members Only.
    Water Wizards will receive:

  An Aurora Water Wizard's  Membership card

�An official Water Wizards Kit with an H2O Jo temporary 

       tattoo, water games and activities, stickers and a pencil. 

�Special notices about contests, events, classes and  

       opportunities to volunteer to help protect your water.  

 I ___________________ pledge that as an Aurora 
Water Wizard, I will conserve and protect our 
valuable water resources. I will learn as much as I 
can about how to protect our water and share this 
knowledge with others. I will always work to make 
sure our water is safe, clean and plentiful. 

________________________          ___________
Name     Date

Take this pledge and 

become a 
WATER WIZARD!




