
Federal, State and Intergovernmental Relations (FSIR) Meeting 

August 28, 2020 

1:00 PM 

WebEx Meeting 

Access information provide to Internal Staff 

 

Public Participation Dialing Instructions 

Dial Access Number: 1-877-820-7831 

Enter Participant Code: 254610# 

 

Council Member Angela Lawson, Chair 

Council Member Allison Hiltz, Vice Chair 

Council Member Crystal Murillo, Member 
 

 

Serve as leaders and partner with other governments and jurisdictions 

 

 
   

 

1. Consent Items (None) 

 

2. Approval of Minutes      Lawson 

 

3. Federal Legislative Update     Hettinger   

4. State Legislative Update     O’Keefe/Palmisano    

5. Miscellaneous Matters for Consideration     

         

Next meeting – September 25, 2020 
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Federal, State and Intergovernmental Relations (FSIR) Meeting 

Video Conference Call Meeting 

July 31, 2020 

 

Members Present: Council Member Angela Lawson, Chair; Council Member Allison Hiltz, 

Vice-Chair; Council Member Crystal Murillo, Member 

 

Others Present: Luke Palmisano, Nancy Rodgers, Kathy Kitzmann, Peggi O’Keefe, Totsy 

Rees, Lauri Hettinger, Council Member Curtis Gardner, Natasha Campbell 

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  JUNE 26, 2020 minutes were approved as written. 

 

 

2. CONSENT ITEMS:  None. 

 

 

3. WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 

Summary of Issue and Discussion: Chair CM Angela Lawson welcomed the committee to the 

video conference call and introductions were made. 

Outcome: Information only. 

Follow-up Action: None.  

 

 

4. FEDERAL LEGISLATIVE UPDATE: Lauri Hettinger, federal lobbyist, gave an update on 

current federal legislation. The Senate has just released its latest COVID response bill called the 

HEALS Act.  As part of the back-up documentation is a comparison to the House’s HEROS Act. 

Congress is scheduled to go on recess on August 7, but it looks like they will not have time to pass 

COVID legislation before then, so the recess may be delayed.  

The House bill has $500 billion for State government and $375 billion for local government.  The 

Senate’s bill does not provide additional money for municipalities but extends the timeline for 

cities like Aurora to spend their CARES Act money by 90 days beyond the fiscal year. They also 

allow municipalities to use these funds to cover revenue shortfalls. L. Hettinger said she is fairly 

sure there will be money in the next bill for state and local governments. Unemployment is 

extended in the House bill as well as another round of stimulus checks. There is no money for 

transportation or water. But there is $2 billion for airports. The Senate bill also extends the PPP 

and gives additional funding for that program. Unlike the House bill the Senate bill has a liability 

protection component for businesses, schools, and charitable organizations from COVID related 

lawsuits. There is some funding for K-12 schools. There is $3 billion for rental assistance. The 

Senate bill does not extend the moratorium on evections or foreclosures.  

L. Hettinger is working on getting phone calls set up with staff representatives with Senator 

Gardner, Senator Bennett and Congressman Crow with CM Lawson and CM Gruber. She is also 

working to set up a call with Senator Gardner and the Mayor.  

CM Lawson asked if on these calls can we advocate for funding for transportation and 

infrastructure? L. Hettinger said that since these bills are in their first draft and there will still be a 
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lot of negotiations so there is time to advocate for the city’s needs. L. Palmisano said that staff is 

working on a council study session presentation on a lobbying strategy for RTD. L. Hettinger 

suggested council members who sit on different transportation related boards or commissions to 

tell them to step up their lobbying efforts for funding and that Senator Gardner would be a good 

person to talk to. The other concern is that there is no money in either bill for water. Aurora Water 

are working on some letters to send out regarding adding funding for water utilities.  

 

The transportation bill passed the House as part of a larger infrastructure bill.  Congress has to pass 

legislation authorizing all department of transportation funding programs every 5 years. The 

current FAST Act expires on September 30th. The House bill has passed but they did not identify 

any way of funding it. They are going to extend the current transportation bill until next year. L. 

Hettinger said she feels confident that with all the potential changes in the administration and 

legislators, transportation and infrastructure will be a priority next year.  

 

L. Hettinger said there is nothing new regarding a police reform bill. And it does not look like they 

will get anything passed this year. The House has been working on its appropriations bills.  One of 

these bills provides funding for the department of justice and there was a lot of money for police 

reform in that bill, over $4 million for grants for state and local governments as well as other 

organizations. The Senate has not yet started working on its appropriations bills but it looks like in 

the end there will be some money for police reform.  

 

CM Lawson asked if L. Hettinger had any updates on Senate Bill 4034 Safer Detention Act.  She 

said CM Gardner had some comments on the bill and she would like to committee to decide if they 

should take a position on this bill and forward it to a study session for all of Council to review. L. 

Hettinger said there are no updates on this bill. There has been no movement on it and she does not 

see anything moving forward on it this year. CM Lawson asked if this bill could be added to the 

2020 Council Priorities list.  L. Palmisano said this is not a controversial bill and does not look like 

it is going anywhere this year.  FSIR can take a position in support of the bill without forwarding it 

to the full council at this time. If council wants to add it to the priorities list, he would recommend 

doing so in January or February during the regular priorities process.  CM Gardner said some of 

the changes to this bill are actual changes to the CARES Act and hopes some of the bill will get 

looped in with the next COVID bill. S. 4034 is requesting early release to home detention for the 

elderly jail population because of possible COVID exposure. This would reduce the jail population 

and allow for better social distancing.  CM Gardner said this topic is important to him and that is 

why he has asked the committee to move it forward to the whole council.  L. Hettinger said she 

does not see this moving forward this year nor are these provisions included in either of the new 

COVID bills but all bills will need to be reintroduced next year so Council can add its support to 

this issue now or wait until next year. CM Lawson asked if the committee members would like to 

take a position on this issue now or wait until January. CM Murillo said she is fine with waiting 

until January to take a position. CM Hiltz said she is fine with taking a position now but will defer 

to the majority of the committee.  She noted that, because it is unlikely there will be any movement 

on the bill between now and January, waiting simply delays the same action that could be taken 

now. L. Palmisano suggested the committee take a position of support for the bill and if there is no 

movement on it, we can add it to Council’s priorities in January. The committee unanimously 

agreed to taking a position of support on S. 4034 Safer Detention Act and if nothing happens with 

the bill the committee will move it to all of council to add to Council’s priorities for 2021. 
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Summary of Issue and Discussion:  The committee unanimously agreed to taking a position of 

support on S. 4034 Safer Detention Act and if nothing happens with the bill the committee will 

move it to all of council to add to Council’s priorities for 2021. 

 

Outcome:  Committee unanimously agreed to taking a position of support on S. 4034 Safer 

Detention Act.  

 

Follow-up Action:  None at this time.  

 

 

 

5. STATE LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

Summary of Issue and Discussion:  

Totsy Rees and Peggi O’Keefe, state lobbyist, gave an update on the state legislation. T. Rees said 

a letter went out from Republican representatives to the Governor for a special session for 

education purposes. The Governor’s staff was opposed to this because it was their feeling that it 

was to implement a voucher system for the upcoming school year. The special session will not be 

called and the Governor said that he will not be taking money away from public education at this 

time. P. O’Keefe said she is working with L. Palmisano to put together meetings with our 

representatives and talk to them about Aurora’s priorities for next session. The plan is to set up 

another call with our representatives and council some time after Labor Day. L. Palmisano said 

since some of the representatives may be campaigning the meeting may have to wait until after the 

elections. CM Lawson said since it is an election year it might be best to wait until after the 

elections so we can meet with new members too. L. Palmisano agreed. 

 

Outcome:  Information only. 

 

Follow-up Action: None.   

 

 

6. WATER 

 

Summary of Issue and Discussion: Kathy Kitzmann, Water Resources Principal said there are no 

updates at this time.  

 

Outcome:  Information only.  

 

Follow-up Action:  None.  

 

7. MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION  

CM Lawson said she would like to see a policy put in place that would have any Police Chief or 

Deputy Chief who represents a tax payer funded lobbying organization that the Aurora Police 

Department is a member of, come to FSIR to give updates on legislative issues. Nancy Rodgers, 

Deputy City Attorney, said it would be helpful to have a standing agenda item for all FSIR 

meetings much like Water has. That way when police related legislation comes up there is a time 

to have a discussion with someone from the police department. CM Lawson said she would like 
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to see police legislative items as a standing item on the agenda. CM Hiltz clarified that the 

concern is that these taxpayer funded lobbying organizations that APD is a member of may be 

advocating for something that is counter to what Council stands for, even if APD is not directly 

involved and that it is important to have these conversations. This way Council will at least be 

aware of legislation these organizations might be lobbying for and Council can then act 

accordingly. CM Murillo said she supports this as a standing item as well.  L. Palmisano said he 

will work on that and Division Chief Darin Parker would be the best person to represent the 

police department.  

CM Murillo said she has been appointed to the RTD Accountability Committee. She is not sure 

where she will be going to give updates from those meetings, but is she will figure out how to 

best communicate with everyone. CM Lawson asked since this is a state level board would it 

come to FSIR?  L. Palmisano said it could since it is an intergovernmental group. CM Lawson 

said she thinks it would under the State Legislative Update agenda item. CM Murillo said she 

would be ok with updating the FSIR committee under the State Legislative agenda item. And if 

there are issues important enough, they can be taken to council as a whole.  

 

Outcome:  Staff will add Police as a standing item to the FSIR Agenda 

 

Follow-up Action:  Add agenda item 

 

 

 

8. CONFIRM NEXT MEETING 

The next meeting is scheduled for August 28, 2020, 1:00 PM WebEx video conference meeting. 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  

 Angela Lawson            Date  

 Committee Chair 
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