
Federal, State and Intergovernmental Relations (FSIR) 

Meeting 

October 24, 2019 

2:00 PM 

Mount Elbert 

 

Council Member Charlie Richardson, Chair 

Council Member Marsha Berzins, Vice Chair 

Council Member Crystal Murillo, Member 
 

 

Serve as leaders and partner with other governments and jurisdictions 

 

 

 
1. Approval of September 18, 2019 draft Minutes CM Richardson   

 

2. Consent Items (None) 

 

3. Renewal of Federal Lobbying Contract with Holland & Knight for 2020           Venegas   

                

4. Renewal of State Water Lobbying Contract with Colorado Advocates for 2020        Kitzmann  

 

5. CML Policy Committee Recommendations and State Legislative Update            Venegas/LaCrue 

 

6. Miscellaneous Matters for Consideration     

 

7. Set/Confirm Next Meeting   CM Richardson  

 

         

Next meeting – November 22, 2019 
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Federal, State and Intergovernmental Relations (FSIR) Meeting 
September 18, 2019 

 

Members Present: Council Member Charlie Richardson, Chair, Council Member Marsha 

Berzins, Vice-Chair, and Council Member Crystal Murillo, Member  

 

Others Present: Mayor Bob LeGare, George Merritt, Ian Rayder, Judge Shawn Day, Michael 

Crews, Minsoo Song, Nancy Rodgers, Porter Ingrum, and Roberto Venegas 

 

1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES : 

 

August 9, 2019 minutes were approved as written. 

 

 

2. CONSENT ITEMS:   

 

None. 

 

 

3. DIA’s 7th Runway: 
 

George Merritt, Director of Government Affairs, Denver International Airport presented a power 

point to the committee on the airport’s plans for a 7th runway. G. Merritt noted that the 7th 

Runway project is currently in the planning stage and the project should be completed in 7-10 

years. More specifically, DIA is in the Preliminary Engineering phase and is on track to complete 

the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) process by this time next year. 

 

CM Berzins asked what will be the impact on the existing taxiways and if a backup could happen 

on the airfield if a 7th runway is added. G. Merritt responded that it might cause taxiway backups 

but key for the project is to build a runway to get planes out of the runways. 

 

CM Berzins asked if runways are used equally now and G. Merritt answered that currently runway 

6  is predominantly used for east/west bound traffic and adding another east/west runway would 

relieve congestion and increase fuel efficiency for airlines. 

 

G. Merritt stated that the 7th Runway project will be a collaborative project with the communities 

neighboring the airport involved in the planning process. G. Merritt indicated that the project will 

be most economically beneficial to the city of Aurora since it will be utilizing the clear zone, 

airport property in Aurora and all the tax revenue will benefit the city. 

 

CM Berzins asked to clarify if it is within Aurora and G. Merritt clarified that it is airport-owned 

property in Adams County. 

 

CM Berzins asked if the 7th Runway will be used for cargo use and Ian Rayder, Director of Federal 

Affairs, Denver International Airport indicated that cargo growth (10%) is higher than passenger 

growth (5%) every year. G. Merritt stated that the 7th Runway will be the most expensive project 
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due to bridging over Pena Blvd. But the implementation of the 7th Runway will increase airfield 

capacity. 

 

Mayor LeGare asked if there are any opposition groups and G. Merritt answered they have not 

identified the opposition yet but the environmental aspect might bring some opposition. 

 

Mayor LeGare asked if the Piccadilly Road expansion will be incorporated in the 7th Runway 

project and G. Merritt answered yes. 

 

CM Richardson expressed concern on noise litigation. 

 

Outcome: The committee agreed to move the presentation to Study Session without taking a 

position.  

 

Follow-up: Staff will place this item on a future Study Session. 

 

 

4. EVICTION CRISIS ACT: 
 

CM Richardson confirmed with Judge Shawn Day that there was no federal mandate on the bill. 

Michael Crews, Intergovernmental Relations Coordinator provided the major impact on the city 

which is 2 grant programs for the city: 

a. Encourage State and Local Governments to utilize Community Courts through  

    Attorney General’s office 

b. Establish an Emergency Assistance Fund through HUD 

 

CM Berzins asked for clarification of the city’s responsibility and M. Crews explained that the 

city could create a program to assist the resident who is facing eminent risk of eviction or 

homelessness. 

 

CM Murillo asked if the grant is a reimbursement and Roberto Venegas, Interim Deputy City 

Manager answered that it will be disbursement of the grant. 

 

CM Berzins asked if the Homelessness Program could manage the grant and R. Venegas 

answered that it needs to go through Community Development Department with close 

partnership with the Homelessness Program office, and the city could work with nonprofit 

organizations. 

 

CM Murillo asked if the grant could go to multiple organizations and R. Venegas confirmed. 

M. Crews stated that 25% could go to administrative costs and 75% would need to go to services 

and programs. 

 

Staff will provide detailed grant requirements. M. Crews noted Senator Bennet’s office is asking 

for the city’s support on the bill. 

 

CM Murillo asked if there is any specific mention of mobile home parks and M. Crews answered 

that it used general housing terms and he will reach out to Senator Bennet’s office on this. 
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CM Murillo asked to include mobile home parks to make it more relevant to the city of Aurora. 

 

Nancy Rodgers, Deputy City Attorney provided clarification between evictions due to 

development and failure to pay rent. Judge Day clarified that in the state of Colorado, municipal 

courts do not deal with evictions and Aurora Municipal Court does not have access to the social 

services. 

 

CM Richardson asked if the bill contemplates activity at the county court level of the state court 

and Judge Day confirmed it. 

 

  

Outcome: The committee agreed to support the bill. 

 

Follow-up: Staff will follow up with Senator Bennet’s office with CM Murillo’s questions. 

 

 

5. MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION 

 

None. 

 

6. CONFIRM NEXT MEETING 

 

The next meeting date was proposed as Friday, October 25, 2019, at 1:30 PM in the Mt. Elbert 

conference room. Staff will send out an email to finalize the meeting date. 

 

 

 

 

Approved:  

 CM Charlie Richardson  Date  

 Committee Chair 



 Federal, State and Intergovernmental Relations 

  

                          
   
                          
                          

  
               Agenda Item Commentary 

Item Title:   

 Renewal of the Federal Lobbying Contract for 2020  

Item Initiator:  Roberto Venegas, Interim Deputy City Manager    

Staff Source: Roberto Venegas, Interim Deputy City Manager  

Deputy City Manager Signature:    

Outside Speaker:      

Council Goal:  2.1: Work with appointed and elected representatives to ensure Aurora's interests--2012: 2.1--Work with 
appointed and elected representatives to ensure Aurora's interest 

 
ACTIONS(S) PROPOSED (Check all appropriate actions)  

 Approve Item and Move Forward to Study Session 
 

 
 

 Approve Item and Move Forward to Regular Meeting 

 Information Only 
 

 
 

 
 

HISTORY (Dates reviewed by City council, Policy Committees, Boards and Commissions, or Staff. Summarize 

pertinent comments. ATTACH MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS, POLICY COMMITTEES AND BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS.)  

The City of Aurora has historically issued request for proposals for federal lobbying services. An RFP for 

federal lobbying services was issued in the fall of 2018, with the city selecting Holland & Knight. The city 

first awarded the federal lobbying contract to Holland & Knight during a competitively bid RFP in the fall 

of 2014. The contract awarded contains a one-year option to extend in 2020 without going back out to bid. 

Staff is recommending we exercise that option in the contract for next year.  

   
 
ITEM SUMMARY (Brief description of item, discussion, key points, recommendations, etc.)  

The request is for the city to extend its contract with Holland & Knight for 2020 in the amount of $125,000. 

The terms of the agreement, including the dollar amount and scope of services, will remain the same.  

 
QUESTIONS FOR Committee 
Does the Committee wish to extend the federal lobbying contract for 2020?     

 
 

 

 
EXHIBITS ATTACHED: 
 

 Holland  Knight 2019 Agreement.pdf 
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               Agenda Item Commentary 

Item Title:   

 Aurora Water State Lobbying Services Contract Renewal  

Item Initiator:  Kathy Kitzmann   

Staff Source: Kathy Kitzmann, Water Resources Principal 

Deputy City Manager Signature:    

Outside Speaker:      

Council Goal:  2.1: Work with appointed and elected representatives to ensure Aurora's interests--2012: 2.1--Work with 
appointed and elected representatives to ensure Aurora's interest 

 
ACTIONS(S) PROPOSED (Check all appropriate actions)  

 Approve Item and Move Forward to Study Session 
 

 
 

 Approve Item and Move Forward to Regular Meeting 

 Information Only 
 

 
 

 
 

HISTORY (Dates reviewed by City council, Policy Committees, Boards and Commissions, or Staff. Summarize 

pertinent comments. ATTACH MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS, POLICY COMMITTEES AND BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS.)  

City Council reviewed the 2018 award to Colorado Advocates in the amount of $46,000 on the Weekly 

Report of 10/29/18.  

 
ITEM SUMMARY (Brief description of item, discussion, key points, recommendations, etc.)  
The Aurora Water state lobbying services contract is due for a third year renewal in its three year contract 

cycle.  Lobbying Services for the City of Aurora's Water Department (R-1873) was competitively bid and 

awarded to Colorado Advocates LLC.  The term of the initial contract was from November 3, 2017 through 

November 2, 2018 (17P1264).  The term of the second year contract was from November 2, 2018 through 

October 31, 2019 (18P1154) and can be extended for one additional year.  Colorado Advocates have not 

proposed any changes to the initial terms.  The contract extension will maintain the initial price of $46,000 

for the third year of the state lobbying services for the Water Department. 

 
QUESTIONS FOR Committee 
Does FSIR support the Colorado Advocates contract for services from November 2019 through October 

2020 be placed on Purchasing's next weekly report for City Council approval?   

 

 
EXHIBITS ATTACHED: 
 

 Council Weekly Report 10_29_18.pdf 

Purchase Requisition Colorado Advocates 09-19-19.pdf 
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               Agenda Item Commentary 

Item Title:   

 CML Policy Committee &amp; State Legislative Update   

Item Initiator:  Roberto Venegas, Interim Deputy City Manager    

Staff Source: Roberto Venegas, Interim Deputy City Manager  

Deputy City Manager Signature:    

Outside Speaker:      

Council Goal:  2.0: Serve as leaders and partners with other governments and jurisdictions--2012: 2.0--Serve as leaders and 
partners with other governments and jurisdiction 

 
ACTIONS(S) PROPOSED (Check all appropriate actions)  

 Approve Item and Move Forward to Study Session 
 

 
 

 Approve Item and Move Forward to Regular Meeting 

 Information Only 
 

 
 

 
 

HISTORY (Dates reviewed by City council, Policy Committees, Boards and Commissions, or Staff. Summarize 

pertinent comments. ATTACH MINUTES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS, POLICY COMMITTEES AND BOARDS AND 
COMMISSIONS.)  

The CML Policy Committee meets every October to discuss potential state legislation, take positions on that 

legislation, and provide general information on anticipated items for the upcoming legislative session.  

   
 
ITEM SUMMARY (Brief description of item, discussion, key points, recommendations, etc.)  

The CML Policy Committee met on October 11, 2019. CM Lawson and Roberto Venegas attended on 

behalf of the city of Aurora. Attached are the Policy Committee recommendations. In addition, staff and our 

state lobbyists will provide a general update on anticipated legislative issues and interim committee issues.  

 
QUESTIONS FOR Committee 
Does the Committee have any questions regarding the CML Policy Committee recommendations and/or 

the State Legislative Update?     

 
 

 

 
EXHIBITS ATTACHED: 
 

   


	10-24-19 FSIR Agenda
	091819 FSIR Minutes DRAFT
	Federal Commentary
	Holland  Knight 2019 Agreement
	Water Commentary
	Water Council Weekly Report 10_29_18
	Water Purchase Requisition Colorado Advocates 09-19-19
	CML Commentary

