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 IN MEMORIAM  

  Bob Eide        Hal Dunning 
 
The Aurora Museum Foundation Board suffered great losses from our leadership in 2009.  Bob 
Eide passed away October 3, 2009.  He was on the Board since March of 2003 and served as our 
president for the past five years.  Hal Dunning passed away on December 1, 2009 and was on the 
Board since March of 2001.  He served as president for three years and as vice-president for 
three more years. 
 
The success of the Aurora Museum Foundation can be tied directly to their leadership.  Their 
enthusiasm for the Museum was contagious.  Major events that were initiated under their 
leadership and encouragement of participation of other Board members included Antique 
Appraisal Fairs, booths at City events such as the Fourth of July gatherings on the City Plaza, the 
restoration of  Trolley Trailer #610, and solid support in many other ways for the Aurora History 
Museum.  The organization will greatly miss these two leaders.—Stu Pyper, President, Aurora 
Museum Foundation 
 
 
+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
Board of Directors of the Aurora History Museum Foundation:  Stu Pyper, President; Jay Hughes, Vice-President; Carol Drollinger, Secretary, 
Jay Bobick, Treasurer; Kathy Sanders, Don Drollinger, Dean Hughes, Sue Miller, Fred Seybold, Ruth Schmunck, and Sandra Sweeney.  
(Vacant), Executive Director; Alice Lee Main, Cultural Services Director; Jennifer Kuehner, Education Curator and Acting Co-Director; Mary 
Jane Velade, Exhibits Curator; Mike Thompson, Collections Curator and Acting Co-Director; Ken Clinton, Facility Manager; Jeanne Ramsey, 
Preservation Assistant; Jennifer Otto, Museum Assistant; Carol Drollinger, Volunteer, Sanders Museum Store Manager.  
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The Museum Celebrates 30 Years With the 2010 Annual History Makers Awards 
 
On Sunday, December 6th, 93 people braved a snowy afternoon to celebrate the Museum’s 30th 
anniversary with a great party and awards presentation at the annual History Makers Awards. 
Started in 2004 for the Museum’s 25th anniversary, the annual History Makers Awards honors 
those individuals, businesses, or organizations who have contributed to preserving the cultural 
heritage of Aurora. 
 
The “History Makers” for 2009 all contributed to the restoration of Trolley Trailer No. 610, 
among other things. They included Robert A. “Bob” Eide, Maurice “Morey” Miller, Clifford 
“Cliff” Lushbough, and a group of thirteen additional volunteers.  
 

As many of you know, Bob Eide was heavily involved in 
supporting and preserving Aurora’s history. But you may 
not know that during his free time he loved reading about 
the Civil War and became quite an authority. He was also 
actively involved with the Kiwanis Club of Aurora and the 
Aurora Museum Foundation, where he served as President 
and newsletter editor for many years. Over the last three 
years, Bob willingly took on the task of organizing the 
Trolley restoration project. Finding supervisors, recruiting 
volunteers, researching materials for historic accuracy, 
increasing awareness, and documenting the process were 
just some of the jobs Bob took on. The encouragement, 
enthusiasm, passion and drive Bob brought to this project 
lead to its near completion. We all know he’ll have one of 

his trademark huge smiles on his face when it’s finally finished. (Ruth Fountain accepts the 
award from Alice Lee Main, left) 
 
Morey Miller spent his career as an instructor and 
construction supervisor at Aurora Public Schools TH 
Pickens Technical College for more than twenty years. 
After retirement, he continued to work with his hands 
and now enjoys refurbishing and restoring old things. 
During the 1990s, he served on the Aurora Museum 
Foundation Board, and after the Trolley was donated in 
2006, Morey jumped at the chance to be involved. Bob 
Eide and Ruth Fountain asked him, along with Cliff 
Lushbough, to coordinate and plan the restoration of 
Trolley Trailer No. 610. During the process of 
restoration, Morey, a true craftsman, has taken on the 
complete reconstruction of the seats for the Trolley and 
much of the fine woodworking on the interior.  (Morey accepts the award from Alice Lee Main, 
right) 
 
Working alongside Morey, Cliff Lushbough has also been responsible for the supervision and 
coordination of the Trolley restoration project. Cliff spent most of his career as a high school 
Chemistry teacher at Hinkley High School in Aurora. Like Morey, Cliff loves working with his 
hands, and during his down time from teaching, moonlighted as a contractor, remodeling 
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buildings and instructing others in the remodeling process. 
During the 1960s, he was asked to remodel the carriage house 
associated with the Richthofen Castle in Denver, and in 1999 
he supervised the restoration of the Henderson House for the 
Adams County Historical Society. His work on the Trolley 
restoration has been invaluable. (Cliff  accepts the award from 
Alice Lee Main, left) 
 
Morey and Cliff work as a great team along with a group, over 
time, of more than 30 volunteers. From the beginning, these 
volunteers have been a devoted group of men and women 

willing to help in any way they could. To date, they have carefully and completely disassembled 
the inside and outside of the Trolley; salvaged or tried to salvage every piece of wood, hardware, 
sheeting, signage, and framing, as well as every nail, screw, hinge, bracket, and window; created 
or reconstructed any parts that could not be salvaged; stripped, cleaned, sanded, stained, and 
painted most of the material; and then lovingly reassembled the entire Trolley. Trolley volunteers 
have contributed more than 4,000 hours of time toward restoring the it. Thirteen of those 
volunteers, who have given more than 50 hours each, were honored as History Makers including: 
Jerry Brooks, Don Cosby, Hal Dunning, Ruth Fountain, Gordon Heil, Don LeFurge, Donald 
Meyer, Sue Miller, John Rottler, Marie Rottler, Dennis Scheel, Don Westlake, and Gary Wolf. 
Volunteer time is priceless, but if we were to put a dollar value on it, our estimate is that the 
value of these volunteers’ time is well over $100,000. Congratulation to all of Aurora’s devoted 
“History Makers” of 2009. 
 
Update – Dr. Gordon Davis 
 
In early 2009, Dr. Gordon Davis left Aurora for Iraq to take on a new role as the Director of the 
Iraq Cultural Heritage Project, a grant funded project working in cooperation between the U.S. 
State Department and the Government of Iraq to rehabilitate and assist in the reopening of the 
Iraq National Museum in Baghdad, as well as train museum staff and establish a Conservation 
and Historic Preservation Institute in Erbil, Iraq. In order to accept this prestigious appointment, 
the City of Aurora granted Dr. Davis a one-year leave of absence from his job at the Aurora 
History Museum.  Unfortunately for us, Dr. Davis has elected to remain in Iraq in order to 
complete the work he started and ensure the success of this critical world cultural heritage 
project. As a result, Dr. Davis has resigned his position at the Aurora History Museum 
 
During his ten years at the Museum, Gordon Davis worked with the staff to increase the 
visibility and attendance at the Museum. From 2000 to 2009, attendance has grown from 4,757 
to a record 28,638. His guidance helped produce a number of quality educational programs and 
exhibits including: On the Backs of Soldiers, Hatching the Past: Dinosaurs, 9/11: First 24 
Hours, and The Middle East. His legacy will remain a part of the Museum’s story for years to 
come.  
 
Changes in City of Aurora, Cultural Services Division – History 
Museum/Preservation/Sites 
 
Most of the City of Aurora’s various departments have experienced a lot of changes over the past 
five or six years due to budget reductions each year; but in the last quarter of 2009 the City not 
only reduced budgets for 2010 but reorganized and consolidated a number of City departments.   
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The Aurora History Museum, Historic Preservation, and Historic Sites are part of the Cultural 
Services Division.  The Division also includes the Aurora Fox Arts Center, Bicentennial Art 
Center, the Aurora Dance Arts Program, the Art in Public Places Program, the Pottery, Music, 
and Visual Arts Programs and the major Special Events such as KidSpree, Jack-O-Launch at 
PumpkinFest, and the July 4th Spectacular. Previously the Cultural Services Division was just 
one of the Divisions in the Library, Recreation, and Cultural Services Department.  With the 
reorganization the Recreation Division is now part of the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Department.  The Cultural Services Division remains with the Library as part of the Library and 
Cultural Services Department. The Library Division’s budget was cut by 50% and four libraries 
were closed at the end of 2009.  In addition to the budget reductions the Cultural Services made 
in past years, the reductions for 2010 affect the Museum by a loss of $ 25,000 from the General 
Fund. The Museum’s budget is already dependent upon the Scientific and Cultural Facilities 
District (SCFD) funds to pay ½ of a full-time staff person’s salary and all of a part-time 
assistant’s salary; so this reduction means that staff will be scaling back on programs and 
exhibits.  Definite decisions on specific projects will be made in the next few months once it’s 
known if Dr. Gordon Davis’ position as Director of the Museum/Historic Preservation/Sites can 
be retained.  
 
The Museum is so grateful to the Aurora Museum Foundation for their continued financial 
assistance, volunteer support, and advocacy.  Many of the exhibits and programs would not be 
possible without the Foundation.  Grants, sponsorships, and other sources of funding have been 
difficult to obtain in recent years but the Foundation has always been there to help the staff bring 
quality programs to the Aurora Metro area citizens.  
 
Rich Menu of Future Events at Museum—Stay Tuned! 
 
In spite of uncertainties of various kinds, the Museum staff has soldiered on and arranged for a 
rich variety of future exhibits and events.  “Dine Bits’AA’Bahane: The Story of Navajo Baskets” 
is still in the Main Gallery until March 21st;  “Mindscapes: The Aerial Photography of Adriel 
Helsey”, brings us unique perspectives of the 4-Corners Area starting February 23rd; on March 
14th Jerry Barlow will present a Celtic Guitar program with music and stories; you can hit the 
Smoky Hill Trail with Peter Faris on March 17th; a unique “Wildfire” program commences on 
April 6th ;   April 30th is Aurora’s 119th birthday and you can see, beginning on April 20th, 34 
images of “one day in the life of..” this changing City and go to the party on the evening of the 
30th at the Museum; on April 21st learn about going to school in a one-room school house at 
Aurora’s coal Creek school house; and dig through your treasures and get ready for one of 
Aurora’s most popular events, the Spring Antique Appraisal Fair, on April 24th.  Remember, 
each Museum Foundation member can have one item appraised free of charge at these fairs.   
Call 303-739-6660 or go to the Museum website at www.auroramuseum.org for more details on 
all future events. 
 
NEXT FOUNDATION ANNUAL MEETING IS SUNDAY, MARCH 14TH AT 

1:30 P.M. AT THE MUSEUM. 
 
 


